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— Elina Garanca Nujorl(é

27. aprili Nujorka sabraukusie latvieSu operas
milotaji no Bostonas, Vasingtonas, Cikagas, Denveras,
Atlantas, Kalifornijas un, protams, Nujorkas, piedzivo-
ja Tpasu, elegantu un aizraujoSu kulturas notikumu:
Dz. Verdi operas “Aida” izrades apmekléjumu Metro-
politan Opera, kam sekoja Latvijas Nacionalas Ope-
ras Gildes Amerika sarikots vakars ar Elinu Garancu,
kura ar Amnerisas lomu atgriezas uz Nujorkas operas
skatuves péc seSiem gariem gadiem.

Elina Garanca
pateicas
saviem
klausitajiem.

Atjaunota operas “Alda” izrade bija izpardota. Gai-
sotne pozitivi uzladéta, solisti dziedaja izcili, koris
varens un skatuves dekoracijas - apbrinojamas. Ar
prieku sekojam Elinai un baudijam vinas izkopto ta-
lantu. Visiem bija liels prieks par stavovacijam musu
zvaigznei. Pari orkestrim, spécigu roku mests, aizlidoja
baltu rozu puskis Elinai!

Vija Bérzina,
Elina Garanca un
Agnese

Strautniece.
Sarikojums notika Linkolna Centra David Geffen

Hall. Roberts Blumbergs, Latvijas Goda konsuls Ilinoja,
izkartoja Elinas Garancas ieraSanos mus iepriecinat
péc izrades. KlatesoSie latviesi skali, ar sajusmu aplau-
déja. Gildes prezidents Ivars Slokenbergs apsveica
Elinu, nodéveéjot vinu par musu latviesu operas kara-
lieni. Sekoja sveicieni no Latvijas vestniecibas Vasing-
tona, ko bija atvedis vestnieces Elitas Kuzmas dzives-
biedrs Dz. Kuzma. Elina Garanca sirsnigi parunajas un
fotograféjas ar mums. Devamies majas loti apmieri-
nati ar So vienreizéjo latviesu nedélas nogali Nujorka.
Neatstaj sajuta, ka esam piedzivojusi skaistus, svetigus
un laimigus brizus.

Sarikojuma viesi.

Dr. Eriks Niedritis, LNOG valdes loceklis
(rakstu pilna apjoma lasiet “Laiks” 2025. g. 10.-16. maija numura)




LNOG valde. No kreisas: Ivars Bérzins, Vija Bérzina, Vineta Berga, Agnese Strautniece, Ivars Slokenbergs, leva
Karklina O’Rourke, Méara Veide, Aivars Osvalds, Maris Lapins. Iztrakst Eliza Grisle, Iveta Grava un Eriks Niedritis.

Gilde driz svinés savas pastavésanas 35
gadus. Jutamies pagodinati, ka visu So gadu
laikd misu projektus dasni un nesavtigi esat
atbalstijusi jus - mUsu uzticigie biedri un ziedo-
taji. Kopa més esam atstajusi nozimigas pédas
Latvijas kultiras un muzikas makslas atpazista-
mibas veicinasana plasaja pasaulé. Pievienojieties
Gildes biedriem vai ziedojiet atseviskiem projek-
tiem, un pateiciba par Jasu atbalstu:

+ ja kopéjais ziedojuma apmérs parsniegs
3,000 dolarus, ierakstisim Jusu vardu Gil-
des atbalstitaju saraksta, ko katru sezonu
publicé LNO Gada gramata un pirmizrazu
programmas, ka ari Gildes majas lapa:
www.lnogasv.org;

o aicinasim uz dazadiem Gildes rikotiem
sarikojumiem ASV un Latvija;

o ielugsim uz LNO pienems$anam péc ipasSiem
notikumiem un pirmizradem;

» piedavasim vienreizejuiespejuizrazu starp-
brizos uzkavéties skaistaja Gildes kabineta
Beletazas zalée*;

« piedavasim prioritaru pieeju LNO bileSu
iegadei”.
Ziedojiet, maksajot ar kreditkarti vai caur Pay-
pal (www.lnogasv.org), vai rakstot ¢eku uz: Lat-
vian National Opera Guild, Inc. un nosutot to

uz: c/o Maris Lapins, 29 East Gate, Manhasset,
NY 11030.

Jasu ziedojumi ir atvelkami no ienakumiem,
nodoklus apréekinot (Federalais ID: 11-3125583).
Daudzas ASV firmas méedz papildinat darbinieku
ziedojumus organizacijam ar savu devumu,
“matching grant”. To iespéjams izdarit ari Gildes
atbalstam.

Ivars Slokenbergs,
Valdes priekssédétajs un prezidents

*Ladzam pieteikties: iveta@grava.net



The Guild will soon celebrate its 35th anniver-
sary. We are deeply honored that, throughout
these years, you - our loyal members and donors -
have generously and selflessly supported our
projects. Together, we have made a meaningful
contribution to promoting Latvian culture and
music on the international stage.

We warmly invite you to join the Guild as a
member and/or support individual projects with a
donation. In gratitude for your generosity, we are
pleased to recognize our supporters in the follow-
ing ways:

« Donors whose total contributions exceed

—— Why Become a Guild Donor and Member?

Members and donors will be invited to
Latvian National Opera and Ballet recep-
tions following special events and premiere
performances;

Members and donors will have the oppor-
tunity to gather during intermissions in the
Guild Room, located in the Opera house’s
Dress Circle Hall*;

Members and donors will enjoy priority
access to Latvian National Opera ticket
purchases”.

Donations may be made by credit card or

PayPal at www.lnogasv.org, or by check payable
to Latvian National Opera Guild, Inc. and
mailed to: c/o Maris Lapins, 29 East Gate,
Manhasset, NY 11030. All contributions are
tax-deductible  (Federal ID: 11-3125583).
Please also note that many U.S. companies offer
employee donation matching (“matching grant”)
programs, which may be applied to support the

$3,000 will be listed in the Guild’s sup-
porters list, published each season in the
Latvian National Opera Yearbook and in
premiere performance programs;

e Members’ and donors’ names will be
acknowledged on the Guild’s website;

« Members and donors will be invited to
Guild-organized events in the U.S. and
Latvia;

*Advance registration required: iveta@grava.net

BALTIJAS JAUNAS BALSIS

Latvijas Nacionala opera un balets sadarbiba ar
izcilo mecosopranu Elinu Garancu un Jazepa Vitola
Latvijas Muzikas akadémiju ir izveidojusi Baltija
pirmo jauno operas solistu programmu Elina Ga-
ranca. Baltijas jaunds balsis. Programmas patro-
nese un véestnese ir pasaulslavena operdziedataja
Elina Garanc¢a, un projekts tiek Tstenots, pateico-
ties ieverojama scenografa un kostimu makslinieka
Petera Rozlapas (1906-1991) gimenes ziedojumam.

Programmas meérkis ir palidzét jaunajiem talan-
tiem no Latvijas, Lietuvas un Igaunijas veiksmigi
uzsakt celu starptautiskaja vidé, nodrosSinot prak-
tisku pieredzi, profesionalu atbalstu un musdienu
operas industrijai nepiecieSamo prasmiju attistibu.
Viena sezona programma tiks uznemti Cetri jau-
ni vokalisti vecuma lidz trisdesmit gadiem. Pirma
uznemsana notiks jau Sosezon, bet macibas saksies
2026./2027. gada sezona!

Guild.

Ivars Slokenbergs,
President and Chairman of the Board
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youngbalticvoices.com
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Elina Garanca preses konferencé.
Foto: J. Keris




——— Opernama tapsana - no pirmajiem akmeniem lidz masdienigiem projektiem

[Is1e]®) - 1863
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Dibinata Latvijas Nacionalas operas gilde ASV, kas ar finansialu
atbalstu aktivi iesaistas ekas interjera restauracijas un iekartosanas
projektos.
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Gadu gaita musu opernama uzstajusas
daudzas pasaules zvaigznes un izaugusi
pasaulé novéertéti makslinieki - Elina Ga-
ran¢a, Andris Nelsons, Marina Rebeka
u.c., musu opernamu katru gadu apmekle
un ta unikalo arhitektdru apbrino vaira-
ki tikstosi arzemju viesi. Musu opernams
ir skaistakais Baltija, vienigais Latvija un
tadel tik mil§ un Tpass. Ta arhitektura vien-
mer bijusi unikala nacionala vértiba - Gil-
des dibinataji, biedri un ziedotaji to sap-
rata jau talaja 1991. gada, kad nama un
ta vesturiska interjera atjaunoSanai deva
pirmo lielo finansialo atbalstu.

Sovasar uzsakti vispusigi Operas vés-
turiskas ekas energoefektivitates pasaku-
mu TstenoSanas darbi, kas tiek Tstenoti ar
Eiropas Savienibas Atveselo$anas fonda
finanséjumu. Projekts nepiecieSams, lai
palielinatu sabiedribas pieejamibu makslai
un saudzigi sagatavotu 162 gadus veco eku
atbilstoSu 21. gadsimta standartiem gan
darba vides, gan pieejamibas zina.

Latvijas Nacionalas operas gilde ir pie-
vienojusies 8§im Latvijas Nacionalas operas
un baleta uzsaktajam vérienigajam projek-
tam, un sadarbiba ar Latvijas Nacionalas
operas fondu Latvija gatavojas uznemties
ripes par operas nama ieejas foajé ves-
turiska interjera atjaunoSanu. Projekta

Opernama vésturiska interjera atjaunozanas projekts.

paredzéta dazadu vésturiski atbilstoSu un publikas pieejamibas
nodros$inasanas detalu izveidoSana, ka ari foajé gridas seguma
atjaunosana - kas ir pédéja vésturiski neatbilstosa interjera dala,
kura gaidijusi atjaunoSanu kop$ Latvijas neatkaribas atgusanas.

LNO Gilde, iesaistoties Saja projekta, ar pateicibu un atzinibu
novérteés ikvienu jasu ziedojumu, tacu, lai Tpasi pateiktos dasnaka-
jiem atbalstitajiem, kuri iesaistisies projekta ar ziedojumu lielaku
par 3000 ASV dolariem, esam paredzéjusi godinat vinu vardus,
ierakstot 1pasa ziedotaju plaksné, kas atradisies opernama ieejas
foaje.

Lidzigi ka vesta sena teika par Rigu, kas nekad nedrikst bt ga-
tava, lai nenogrimtu dzelmé, arT muasu Balto Namu més redzam
dzivu tikai kustiba un attistiba.

Opera House's Historic Interior Restoration Project ——

Over the years, many of the world’s greatest stars have performed
at our Opera House, and internationally renowned artists, such as
Elina Garanca, Andris Nelsons, Marina Rebeka, and others, have
grown and flourished here. Each year, thousands of visitors from
around the world admire the Opera House and its unique architec-
ture. It is the most beautiful in the Baltics, the only one of its kind in
Latvia, and therefore both beloved and special. Its architecture has
always been recognized as a true national treasure - something the
founders, members, and donors of the Guild already understood in
1991, when they provided the first major financial support for the
restoration of the building and its historic interiors.

During the summer of 2025, comprehensive energy-efficiency
works were launched at the historic Opera building, funded by the
European Union Recovery Fund. This important project will enhance
public access to the arts and prepare the 162-year-old building to
meet the standards of the 21st century - both in terms of working
conditions and accessibility.

The Latvian National Opera Guild is proud to join this ambitious
initiative of the Latvian National Opera and Ballet. In collaboration
with the Latvian National Opera Fund in Latvia, the Guild is pre-
paring to take responsibility for restoring the historic interior of the
Opera House’s entrance foyer. This project will include the creation
of historically accurate decorative details that will also ensure ac-
cessibility for the public, as well as the restoration of the foyer’s
current flooring - which is the last historically unsuitable element of
the foyer that has awaited restoration since the regaining of Latvia’s
independence.

We will be deeply grateful for every donation in support of this
project. To honor the generosity of our most dedicated supporters,
all donors who contribute more than $3,000 will have their names
inscribed on a special plaque, to be placed in the entrance foyer of
the Opera House.

And just as an old legend of Riga states that the city must never
be completed, lest it sink into the depths - so too we see that the
Opera House will remain alive only through growth and renewal.

Kopprojekta istenotaji - arhitekte, razotaji, operas vadiba, fonda un gildes
parstavji modelé gridas seguma centralo ornament. Foto: J. Keris



Savi!r)ojoéa nedéla Rigas Operas festivala

Emocionalu un sarikojumiem
bagatu nedélu LNO Gilde Sogad
saviem biedriem piedavaja Rigas
Operas festivala ietvaros. Nedéla
aizsakas ar operas dramaturga,
veésturnieka un muzikologa Mikus
CeZes vadito ekskursiju pa oper-
nama véstures takam un ékas no-
slépumainajiem gaiteniem. Dienu
velak, eleganti iekartota Beletazas
zalée, izsmalcinatu édienu, dzérienu
un priecigu sarunu gaisotné tika
pavaditas Svinigas vakarinas - tra-
dicija, kas opernama atgriezas péec
piecu gadu partraukuma. Tradiciju
Tpasu dara tas, ka taja piedalas
ne tikai LNO vadiba un makslinieki,
bet ar1 uzticigie atbalstitaji un
ziedotaji - LNO Gildes un Fonda
biedri. Jasaka, ka S§1 bija pirma
reize, kad Gilde bija tik kupli
parstavéta. Vakara nosléguma mas
atkal gaidija parsteigums - klusa
izsole, kura iegutie lidzekli tika
ziedoti vesturiska interjera atjau-
noSanas projekta atbalstam.

Festivala nedélas nosleguma
baudijam izcilu pasaules un jauno
LNO makslinieku Gala koncertu, un
pienemSana Beletazas zale kopigi
svinéjam veiksmigo operas un
baleta sezonu. Tovakar, no zales
balkona veroties naksnigas Rigas
darzu burviba un taluma izgais-
motaja Brivibas pieminekli, atkal
prata naca vardi - visskaistakais
skats pasaulé!

Arm nakosa gada janija, Rigas
operas festivala laika, aicinasim
savus biedrus un ziedotajus uz
ipasu sarikojumu nedélu, kuras
laika - 15. janija bas ari Svinigas
vakarinas. Interesentus ludzam dot
zinu jau tagad - iveta@grava.net

Ekskursija Opernama.
Agnese Strautniece
pie dirigenta pults
orkestra bedre.

Viesi sezonas nosléguma Svinigajas vakarinas.



Svinigo vakarinu viesi.
No kreisas:

Roberts Naje,

Lauris Lambergs,
Annija Kopstale,
Janis Bergs,

Emma Laguna,

Ivars Slokenbergs.

Jaunaja sezona gaidami vairaki jauniestudéju-
mi: baleta jauniestudéjums “Koncerts (jeb Bries-
mas ikvienam). Kaktusi”, P. Maskanji operas
“Zemnieka gods” un R. Leonkavallo operas
“Pajaci” un Dz. PucCini opera “Bohéma”.

Ar solokoncertu uzstasies pasaulslavenais
latvieSu soprans Marina Rebeka, bet nakosa
gada sakuma pirmo reizi solokoncertu sniegs
pasaulslavenais fran¢u tenors Benzaméns
Bernhaims (Benjamin  Bernheim). Decembri
solokoncertus sniegs divas operas superzvaigz-
nes - amerikanu tenors Maikls Spairss (Michael

Svinigo vakarinu
viesi. No kreisas:
Ligita Kovtuna,
Zaiga Alksne
Phillips, Vita
Matisa, Iveta
Grava.

Spyres) un gruzinu mecosoprans Anita Racve-
lisvili (Anita Rachvelishvili). Pavasari suminasim
baleta maksliniecisko vaditaju Aivaru Leimani.

Sosezon Latvijas Nacionalas operas skatita-
jiem bads arT unikala iespéja repertuara izradés
baudit spozu viesmakslinieku sniegumu - Dz.
Pucini opera “Turandota” jau dzirdejam lat-
vieSu tenoru Aleksandru Antonenko, Dz. Pucini
opera “Madama Butterfly” Co-Co-sanas lomu
atveidos Kristine Opolais, R. Strausa operas
“Salome” izrade titullomu atveidos izcilais
lietuvie$u soprans Vida Mikneviéute. Ipass no-
tikums gaidams 15. un 17. marta, kad spozakas
latvieSu operzvaigznes Marina Rebeka un Elina
Garanca mirdzées Aidas un Amnerisas lomas Dz.
Verdi opera “Aida”.

Saja sezona operas trupai planotas ari
vairakas viesizrades Italija, Ungarija, Polija,
Lietuva un lgaunija.

Vairak informacijas par izradem: www.opera.lv



A Season of Opera Highlights in Riga and Beyond

Recent months have been filled with memorable
moments for the Latvian National Opera Guild and
our cherished opera house in Riga - known as Latvia’s
“White House”.

On April 27, Latvian opera lovers from across the
United States - Boston, Washington, Chicago, Denver,
Atlanta, California and New York - gathered for a truly
special occasion: a performance of G. Verdi’s Aida at
the Metropolitan Opera, followed by an elegant eve-
ning hosted by the Latvian National Opera Guild. The
event featured mezzo-soprano Elina Garanéa, who re-
turned triumphantly to the New York stage in the role
of Amneris, following a six-year absence. The perfor-
mance was sold out, the atmosphere electric, and the
standing ovations for our Latvian star were unforget-
table.

Following the performance, the celebration con-
tinued at Lincoln Center’s David Geffen Hall, where
guests warmly greeted Garanca and applauded her
artistry. Guild President Ivars Slokenbergs hailed her
as the “queen of Latvian opera,” while greetings from
the Latvian Embassy in Washington were also shared.

Adding to the excitement, the Latvian National
Opera (LNO), in partnership with Elina Garan¢a and the
Jazeps Vitols Latvian Academy of Music, has launched
the first young opera soloist program in the Baltics -
“Elina Garanca. Baltic Young Voices.” Supported by a
generous gift from the family of renowned scenogra-
pher Péteris Rozlapa, this initiative will nurture promis-
ing young singers from Latvia, Lithuania, and Estonia,
helping them build international careers. More infor-
mation is available at www.youngbalticvoices.com.

Back in Riga, the Riga Opera Festival - held annually
in June - brought Guild members together for an inspir-
ing week of cultural events. Highlights included: a be-
hind-the-scenes tour of the opera house, led by musico-
logist Mikus Ceze; the return, after a five-year pause,
of the annual Festive Dinner, bringing together the
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LNO’s patrons with the LNO’s performers and leader-
ship; and a silent auction benefiting the restoration of
the opera house’s historic interiors. The week conclud-
ed with a dazzling Gala Concert, where international
stars performed alongside rising LNO talents.

Looking ahead, the Guild is already planning another
special week of events during the Riga Opera Festival in
June 2026 - with the Festive Dinner scheduled for June
15. The Guild’s Members and supporters are invited to
save the date! Pre-registration is already possible, by
contacting iveta@grava.net.

The 2024/2025 season at the LNO promises an array
of premieres and guest performances. Audiences can
look forward to ballet productions, including Concert
(or, The Perils of Everybody),; Cacti (premiering Novem-
ber 13); an operatic double bill: Mascagni’s Cavalleria
rusticana and Leoncavallo’s Pagliacci (premiering Feb-
ruary 17, directed by Aiks Karapetjans); and Puccini’s
La Bohéme (premiering June 3, directed by Laura Groza).

The 2024/2025 season will also feature world-class
guest soloists gracing the stage: Latvian soprano Mari-
na Rebeka (October 21); French tenor Benjamin Bern-
heim (January 22); American tenor Michael Spyres; and
Georgian mezzo-soprano Anita Rachvelishvili. In addi-
tion, a special spring concert will be held to cele-
brate Aivars Leimanis, Artistic Director of the Latvian
National Ballet - marking his 50-year artistic career.

The 2024/2025 season’s repertoire highlights in-
clude: appearances by Latvian stars Aleksandrs
Antonenko (Turandot, September 5); and Kristine Opo-
lais (Madama Butterfly, November 1, dedicated to the
Latvian Radio’s centenary. Audiences can also look for-
ward to Vida Miknevi¢ute in Strauss’s Salome (January
17), and the much-anticipated reunion of Marina Rebe-
ka and Elina Garanéa, in Verdi’s Aida (March 15 & 17).

In addition, the LNO company will embark on inter-
national tours to Italy, Hungary, Poland, Lithuania and
Estonia. For the full schedule, please visit www.opera.lv.
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Glldes darbu vada bledru ievéléta valde. Valdes un Revizijas komisijas locekli par savu darbu nesanem atalg%ﬂu
Glldes ienakumi sastav no biedru maksam, ziedojumiem, testamentariem novelejumlem un
ienakumiem no loterijas. Ludzam Jus iesaistities Gildes dzive!

INDIVIDIEM $50; GIMENEI - $75.
ZledOJumlem ar kreditkarti vai Paypal: www. lnogasv org/donate/
Cekus lagums rakstit uz Latvian National Opera Guild, Inc. un satit
uz LNOG, c/o Maris Lapin§, 29 East Gate, Manhasset, NY 11030-3423.

Daudzas firmas médz papildinat darbinieku ziedojumus organizacijam ar savu devumu, “matching grant”. g
To ir iespéjams darit ari Gildes atbalstam. ASV ziedojumi LNOG ir atvelkami no ienakumiem, nodoklus apreklnot

The Latvian National Opera Guild, Inc. is a reglstered non-profit organization.
www.lnogasv.org / info@lnogasv.org
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